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TAFE FEES 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka 

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.52 pm]: In January 2014, the Barnett government doubled the 
maximum cost of certificate courses at TAFE and increased the maximum cost of diplomas and advanced 
diploma courses to $7 500 a year. In January 2015 and again in 2016, TAFE fees will continue to increase, 
adding further financial stress to people. The cost of a certificate IV in Disability was $631 in 2013 and rose to 
$2 744 in 2014, which is a 34 per cent increase, and will rise to $4 235 by 2017, which is a 581 per cent increase. 

I have been contacted by people forced to discontinue their plans to do TAFE courses and improve their lives, 
because of these fee hikes. Sunny was enrolled to do a nursing course at Mount Lawley TAFE. He paid the first 
account of $1 500, but had to withdraw when he received a further account and realised that the cost was $3 000 
for the semester. He works as a part-time carer, so he is not in a position to pay that much money. He wanted to 
further his qualifications after having done a certificate III in aged care, because his Indian qualifications as a 
pharmacist—having practiced as such in India—were not recognised in Australia. Sunny is being prevented from 
increasing his opportunities in Australia and building on his foreign qualifications to assist our health system and 
the community as a whole. 

Louise is a 43-year-old single mother and a restaurant manager. She would like to get qualifications that will 
enable her to develop her career as she gets older. She told me she cannot study to be a human resources 
manager, because the fees are too high. 

In addition to these massive fee hikes for TAFE, the recent state budget ripped $45 million out of the 
Department of Training and Workforce Development. 
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